Ukrainian Film Festival Brisbane — Event Report
Brisbane, 27-31 May 2026

Impact snapshot

This snapshot summarises the key outcomes and community impact of the Ukrainian Film
Festival Brisbane 2026.
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1. Festival overview

The Ukrainian Film Festival Brisbane is the Queensland branch of the Ukrainian Film

Festival Australia (UFFA), a national cultural initiative celebrating the strength, creativity

and diversity of contemporary Ukrainian cinema. UFFA is endorsed by the Australian
Federation of Ukrainian Organisations and the Embassy of Ukraine in Australia.

The Ukrainian Film Festival Brisbane was held from 27-31 May 2026 at New Farm
Cinemas. It created an opportunity for Ukrainian and broader Brisbane communities to
connect through film, increasing awareness of Ukrainian experiences, identity, creativity and
resilience.

The festival demonstrated the important role of arts and culture in strengthening community
connection, promoting understanding and creating opportunities for meaningful engagement.
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2. Festival partners

The Ukrainian Film Festival Brisbane was delivered through collaboration between the
Ukrainian Community of Queensland, Ukrainian and Australian cultural organisations,
community partners, volunteers and sponsors.

Key delivery partners included:

* Ukrainian Community of Queensland (UCQ)

* Ukrainian Film Festival Australia (UFFA)

* Australian Federation of Ukrainian Organisations (AFUQ)
« Community volunteers

Festival sponsors
Major Sponsor
* Pulp Fiction Book Store

Platinum Sponsors
* Queensland Fencing Specialists
» Gastronome

Gold Sponsor
* Ethnic Communities Council of Queensland (ECCQ)

Their support contributed directly to the delivery of the festival and helped make Ukrainian
cinema accessible to Brisbane audiences.

3. Films showcased in Brisbane

The Brisbane program presented a diverse selection of Ukrainian films that reflected
contemporary storytelling, history, culture, identity and lived experience.

o Cuba & Alaska (2024) — Documentary — Director: Yegor Troyanovsky

Cuba & Alaska is a Ukrainian-French-Belgian documentary following two Ukrainian female
medics, known by their call signs Cuba and Alaska, working on the frontline. The film
explores friendship, courage and the everyday realities of those living and working amid war,
combining intimate personal stories with observations of resilience and humanity.

o Porcelain War (2024) — Documentary — Directors: Brendan Bellomo and
Slava Leontyev

Porcelain War is an internationally recognised documentary that follows Ukrainian artists
Slava Leontyev, Anya Stasenko and Andrey Stefanov as they continue creating art while
living through Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. The film explores the relationship between
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creativity, resistance and survival, showing how art becomes a form of cultural preservation
and strength during wartime. The film won the Grand Jury Prize for U.S. Documentary at the
2024 Sundance Film Festival and received an Academy Award nomination for Best
Documentary Feature.

o Queens of Joy (2024/2025 festival release) — Documentary — Director: Olga
Gibelinda

Queens of Joy is a Ukrainian-French-Czech documentary following three Ukrainian drag
performers — Monroe, Marlene and Aura — who remain in Ukraine during the war and
continue fighting for freedom, identity and inclusion. The film explores resilience, LGBTQ+
visibility, personal courage and the role of art and performance as a source of connection and
hope during difficult times.

o Sanatorium (2025) — Documentary — Director: Gar O’Rourke

Sanatorium is an observational documentary set in the historic Kuyalnik Sanatorium near
Odesa, Ukraine. The film follows residents and staff of the former Soviet-era health resort as
they seek healing, routine and connection while living alongside the uncertainty and
disruption caused by the ongoing war.

o Slovo House. Unfinished Novel (2024 release) — Historical Drama — Director:
Taras Tomenko

Slovo House. Unfinished Novel is a Ukrainian historical drama based on the real story of the
Slovo House in Kharkiv, where leading Ukrainian writers and artists lived in the 1920s and
1930s under increasing Soviet control. The film explores the destruction of Ukraine’s cultural
elite, creative freedom and the impact of totalitarian repression on artists and intellectuals.

o U Are the Universe (2024) — Science Fiction / Drama / Romance — Director:
Pavlo Ostrikov

U Are the Universe is a Ukrainian-Belgian science-fiction film following Andriy, a Ukrainian
space trucker who believes he is the last surviving human after Earth is destroyed, until he
receives a message from another survivor. The film combines science fiction, humour and
emotional storytelling to explore loneliness, hope and the human need for connection.

o Us, Our Pets and the War (2024) — Documentary / Drama — Director: Anton
Ptushkin

Us, Our Pets and the War is a Ukrainian documentary exploring the impact of Russia’s full-
scale invasion on people and animals. The film tells stories of Ukrainians protecting, rescuing
and caring for animals during wartime, highlighting compassion, loyalty and the deep
connection between humans and their pets.
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4. Audience and community engagement

The festival attracted strong interest from the Ukrainian community in South East
Queensland and the broader Brisbane community.

Ticket sales and attendance:
* Total tickets sold: 551

* Refunds: 3

* Total admissions: 548

Audience attendance reflected a diverse mix of Ukrainian community members, Australian
audiences, multicultural communities, supporters of Ukraine and film enthusiasts. This
attendance demonstrates clear demand for Ukrainian cultural programming and opportunities
for cross-cultural connection in Brisbane.

5. Marketing and media coverage

e The festival was promoted through a coordinated mix of social media, community
networks, word-of-mouth promotion, the UKRQLD website and media engagement.
Facebook was the primary promotional channel, with UCQ’s page reaching an audience
of 5.3k followers, followed by Instagram with 1,269 followers.

¢ Social media reach:

=  Facebook: 38,476 views; 23,295 reach; 1,219 reactions, comments and
shares.
» Instagram: 3,320 views; 2,560 reach.

e Website analytics: 17,900 views; 2,609 visitors, including 2,529 unique visitors.
e Mailchimp: 3,901 deliveries; 1,306 total opens; 178 total clicks

e Media coverage: ABC Radio “Afternoons with Katherine Feeney”, with an estimated
audience of approximately 40,000 listeners.

The total estimated audience reached during the Ukrainian Film Festival
Brishane was approximately 83,306 people.

6. Financial overview and fundraising impact

The festival generated income through ticket sales and sponsorship, with net funds directed
towards humanitarian support for Ukraine and future Ukrainian cultural programming in
Australia.

Total gross ticket sales: $11,129.00
Total sponsorship: $8,300.00
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Total income: $19,429.00
Total expenses: $9,924.63

Net festival funds available: $9,504.37

Net festival funds allocation:

* $7,000.00 to Ukraine Crisis Appeal

* $1,000.00 contribution towards the Ukrainian Film Festival Australia 2027
* $1,504.37 towards the generator fundraiser via Future Ukraine

In addition to the net festival funds allocated above, Queenslanders donated $58,183 to the
Ukraine Crisis Appeal during the festival period. Together, this brought the total funds

raised during the festival dates to $65,183 in support of Ukraine.

7. Audience feedback and insights

Audience feedback demonstrated strong satisfaction and highlighted the cultural importance
of the festival. A total of 24 feedback forms were received.

Audience satisfaction: Overall satisfaction with festival content was 4.25/5, and the
likelihood of recommending the Ukrainian Film Festival to a friend or colleague was 9.6/10.

Audience comments: Selected attendee comments are included below to illustrate both the
positive response to the festival and areas for future consideration.

e “I was satisfied, thank you. It is so valuable to be able to watch Ukrainian films on
the big screen. I have been trying to watch more Ukrainian films since the full-scale
invasion, but it is difficult, as there is not much available. It has surprised me how
little has been shown on SBS and ABC over the last 4.5 years.”

e  “Bcim Oyaice 3a0060seHa. Lleli kiHohecmusanb Halikpauje, Wo mpanuaocCh 3 HAWOK
epomadoro” [English translation: “I was very satisfied with everything. This film
festival is the best thing that has happened to our community.”]

e “I was satisfied, although the film selection addressed very serious themes and was
not suitable for children.”

e “Baeamo ¢inbmie npo 8iliHy,sKi 8adxcko oumucb mpasmosaHum” [English translation:
“Many films about the war are difficult for traumatised people to watch.”]

Key learnings and suggestions for improvement:

e Increase the diversity of genres, including family-friendly films, animation, comedy
and uplifting stories.

e Include director, actor or expert discussions and Q&A sessions.

e Add Ukrainian food, music and cultural activities to strengthen the broader festival
experience.
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8. Recommendations and next steps

The following recommendations are proposed to build on the success of the inaugural
Brisbane program and support future growth.

Continue the Ukrainian Film Festival Brisbane in 2027, building on demonstrated
audience demand and community support.

Broaden the program to include a wider range of genres, including family-friendly
films, animation, comedy and uplifting stories.

Introduce filmmaker, actor or expert Q&A sessions to deepen audience engagement
and discussion.

Expand the festival experience with Ukrainian food, music and cultural activities to
strengthen community participation.

Grow partnerships with Queensland multicultural, arts, education and community
organisations to increase reach and long-term sustainability.

9. Acknowledgements
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UCQ volunteers Anna Charles, Olga Bryukhovets, Maryna Iegorova and Dariiia
Nechytailo who led delivery of Ukrainian Film Festival Brisbane.

The UFFA founding members for organising the nation-wide festival, sourcing
screening rights, and having them made available to selected cinemas.

Our Volunteer Partner, Alex Furey, and the Serve the City Australia team, for
coordinating and supporting the volunteers who contributed their time and energy
throughout the festival.

Our Photography Partner, Anna Kloska, and SavAnna Photography, for capturing the
spirit, atmosphere and community connection of the festival.

Peter Quinn, for his valued website support and contribution to the festival’s online
presence, including helping audiences access information about the program.
Edward Honey, for contributing creative design support that helped shape the
festival’s visual identity and promotional materials.

Sincere thanks are also extended to our sponsors, partners, volunteers, filmmakers, audiences
and community supporters, whose contributions helped bring Ukrainian cinema to Brisbane
and strengthen solidarity with Ukraine.

10. Summary

The Ukrainian Film Festival Brisbane delivered a significant cultural, community and
humanitarian impact, using Ukrainian cinema as a platform to strengthen understanding,
connection and solidarity across Queensland.
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By bringing contemporary Ukrainian stories to the big screen, the festival increased public
awareness of Ukraine’s history, culture, creativity and lived experience during war, while
creating a meaningful space for the Ukrainian community in Queensland to see its identity,
language and stories represented and valued.

The festival also strengthened relationships between the Ukrainian community and the
broader Australian community by welcoming diverse audiences, multicultural partners,
supporters of Ukraine and film enthusiasts into a shared cultural experience. With 548
admissions, strong audience satisfaction and a 9.6/10 likelihood of recommendation, the
event demonstrated clear community demand for Ukrainian cultural programming in
Brisbane.

Beyond cinema, the festival amplified Ukraine’s presence in Queensland through media,
website and social media engagement, reaching approximately 83,306 people and extending
the impact of the event well beyond the cinema audience. This visibility helped build
awareness, encourage dialogue and position Ukrainian culture as an important part of
Queensland’s multicultural landscape.

Importantly, the festival translated community engagement into practical support. During the
festival period, $65,183 was raised in support of Ukraine, including festival proceeds directed
to the Ukraine Crisis Appeal and additional fundraising initiatives. This demonstrates the
festival’s value not only as a cultural event, but as a vehicle for community action, advocacy
and humanitarian impact.

Overall, the Ukrainian Film Festival Brisbane established a strong foundation for future
growth, showing that Ukrainian cultural events in Queensland can connect communities,
elevate underrepresented stories, build public support for Ukraine and contribute directly to
humanitarian outcomes.
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